
REFERENCE:  SB 5560 

   
The transportation committee is considering Senate Bill 5560 which addresses requirements for 
older drivers to have their licenses issued or renewed. “Older drivers” are defined as those 
“over 70”. 
  
If passed as written, SB 5560 will require all drivers over the age of 70, to pass an “older driver 
knowledge and skills refresher course that emphasizes the unique issues faced by older drivers" 
before their driver’s license can be issued or renewed. 
  
There are actually two levels in the proposed Bill, SB 5560: 
            Sec 1, Paragraph 3(a) - requiring all drivers over 70 to take this driver “refresher” course 

            Sec 1, Paragraph 3(b) – imposing additional restrictions on “high risk older drivers” 

  
At the January 31st hearing on this Bill, there were four people who testified: two for and two 
against. It was interesting to note that one of the people who testified for the Bill did so 
representing the “Professional Driving School Association of Washington.” Since there is no 
mention in the Bill that the state will be paying for this “refresher” course, the presumption is 
that it will be up to the driver to pay for that class so that they can be licensed again. In my 
opinion, this requirement could be a financial windfall for the Professional Driving School 
Association of Washington. Therefore, it is understandable that they would be in favor of this 
proposed law. 
  
One of the two people who testified against the Bill represented the Elder Law Section of the 
Washington State Bar Association. She was challenged by Senator Marco Llias when he stated 
that this proposed Bill only applies to “high risk older drivers”. Clearly that is not the way the 
proposed Bill has been written. If that is the intent, it needs to be clarified and the Bill 
amended to truly state that it only applies to high-risk drivers. As written, there are two 
categories: All older drivers over 70, and high-risk drivers over 70. 
Despite the belief of Senator Llias’ and others at the January 31st hearing that this Bill applies 
only to “high-risk older drivers”, as written in the Bill itself and as provided for in the Senate Bill 
Report, Summary of Bill, there are clearly two classifications of “older adults” which will be 
affected by this Bill.  My concern is with SB 5560, Section 1(3)(a): “requiring as a condition of 
initial issuance or renewal of a driver's license of an older driver that they successfully complete 
an older driver knowledge and skills refresher course that emphasizes the unique issues faced by 
older drivers” 

 

For your reference, Section 2 of SB 5560 provides that "Older driver" means a driver receiving 
an initial issuance of a driver's license or renewing the driver's license after the age of 70.” 

  
As we all know, there are good drivers over the age of 70 and there are bad drivers under the 
age of 70. This law would categorize all drivers over the age of 70 as needing to have a 
“refresher” course in driving skills regardless of their driving history. It could also create a 



financial hardship on those drivers as they we'll need to pay for that required course, whatever 
the cost. 
  
Only three states, (California, Colorado, and Illinois) require an in-person written test to renew 
a license. According to AAA. “Senior drivers are among the safest drivers on the road and often 
reduce their risk of injury by wearing safety belts, not drinking and driving and by observing 
speed limits.” 

  
In my opinion, it is not the passing of the course that is at issue. My objection is to the 
wholesale categorization of ALL drivers over the age of 70 being required to take this 
“knowledge and skills refresher course” regardless of their driving record. 
  
If passed, this law is going to severely and adversely impact all drivers over 70 years. 
  
I implore you to review this Bill. Consider the fact that only a percentage of drivers over 70 are 
high-risk, and that requiring all drivers over 70 to pay for and take a “refresher” course is 
punitive and patently unfair to the vast majority of older drivers who have a good driving 
record, are not a threat to other drivers, and are not a potential risk to themselves or others.  
  
This SB 5560 is tantamount to requiring all Asians to be tested, or all women, or all Muslims. It 
discriminates based on an arbitrary age. This will be a very bad law, a discriminatory law, and a 
law that will be unfairly prejudicial.  It is truly ageism at its worst. 
  
Please consider lobbying the legislators who are supporting this Bill to let it die in session or, at 
the very least, amend it as written so that it applies only to high-risk drivers and not to every 
driver on the road who happens to be over 70 years old, regardless of their driving record. 
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